
The Gerald Blackman New Opportunity Fund
for the Children of Beit Issie Shapiro

For many families, the Fund offers a lifeline of support and enables 
greater inclusion in their community.

Words of appreciation from families who have been helped

“Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. There are no words to describe how 
privileged we feel that someone has considered us in this way. We were treated with 
sensitivity, care and compassion and were able to get much-needed dental treatment 
for our daughter.”

 “I want to thank the Fund and everyone at Beit Issie Shapiro for choosing our son 
to receive support. Our son functions at a moderate cognitive level, he has difficulty 
speaking, and he needs assistance and guidance to get through the day. Our family 
so desperately needed this support – thank you!”

“We have five children, three of whom have Cerebral Palsy. Our 28 year old son A 
also has severe intellectual disabilities and he still lives with us at home. We can’t get 
by without the help of a paid caregiver in the afternoons. Most of our income comes 
from National Insurance stipends. Thank you deeply for supporting our son!

Allocations Committee
Caron Bielski, Brenda Blackman, Jean Judes, Naomi Stuchiner, Max Shapiro

We invite you to donate to The Gerald Blackman New Opportunity Fund and join 
us in improving the quality of life of children with disabilities and their families. 

For further information, please contact bat-sheva@beitissie.org.il  09-770-1238
www.beitissie.org.il
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The Gerald Blackman New Opportunity Fund

The Gerald Blackman New Opportunity Fund embodies one of 
Beit Issie Shapiro’s core values: that every person has the right to 
receive the best possible care, even if their family cannot afford it.

In this way, the Fund provides essential support and assistance to 
hundreds of families that need to access Beit Issie Shapiro’s extensive 
services: the day frameworks, specialized dental clinic, professional 
medical treatments including hydrotherapy and speech therapy and 
others, emotional therapy for individuals and their families, and much 
more.

The Allocations Committee comprises representatives from Beit 
Issie Shapiro’s professional therapeutic departments as well as the 
finance department. They meet regularly throughout the year in order 
to respond quickly and immediately to all applicants. Due to privacy 
considerations, the discussions and decision-making process are kept 
confidential.

In recent years, we have witnessed a substantial increase in the 
number of families requesting assistance. The global economic crisis 
dramatically affected families requiring Beit Issie Shapiro’s services, 
and they continue to struggle with the consequences. Most of the 
families that are treated in our day frameworks are young families, 
who are not only dealing with the prospect of raising their first child, 
but also trying to cope with the added challenges of raising a child 
with disabilities.

The Fund is financed entirely by donations.

Gerald Blackman z”l
(1942-2011)

Gerald Blackman was a legend at Beit Issie Shapiro. Even though everyone 
did not know him personally, they all knew his name and his work - and 
highly respected him. He always had a twinkle in his eye, and his broad 
grin was endearing to all those who knew him. Gerald believed in human 
goodness, and that we can teach and nurture every individual to grow and 
realize their full potential. He was a brilliant mentor, always setting the 
highest standards for achievement, and constantly demanding results with 
integrity and excellence.

Gerald was involved in Beit Issie Shapiro already as a founder. He instilled a 
culture of transparency and good governance into the organization’s financial 
management.  Gerald served as a member of the Board of Directors, as a 
teacher and auditor, and later served as Chairman of the Audit Committee. 
His devotion was boundless and the depth of his commitment to Beit Issie 
Shapiro was rare and precious. Gerald encouraged the team at Beit Issie 
Shapiro to find a way to provide suitable treatments, even for families who 
could not afford the costs.

After his death, Gerald left a gaping void in our hearts, and at Beit Issie 
Shapiro. Together with Brenda and the family, it was decided that the most 
appropriate way to commemorate Gerald’s legacy would be the establishment 
of a fund for families in need, ensuring that each family at Beit Issie Shapiro 
will be able to receive the best care that they so direly need, regardless of 
their economic situation.

We are deeply honored to be establishing “The Gerald Blackman New 
Opportunity Fund”.

It is a great privilege to be doing this together with Gerald’s family and close 
friends, who also have joined in this fitting and moving memorial.


